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Date Set for Pimiento Customs Classification Case 


The trial date for the case involving the rate of duty on im- 
ported canned pimientos has been set for Monday, October 22, 
at 10.30 a. m. before Division 3 of the U. 8. Customs Court at 
New York. This case developed from a protest filed by Austin 
Nichols and Company against the classification of canned pimien- 
tos as whole pimientos, which made them dutiable under para- 
graph 779 of the Tariff Act at 6 cents a pound. 


The question of the duty to be assessed against canned pim- 
ientos has been before the customs officials for some time. In 
a decision rendered by the Customs Court in July, 1926, it was 
held that canned pimientos were dutiable at 6 cents a pound, 
and this decision was carried to the Court of Customs Appeals, 
which sustained the finding of the Customs Court. A new pro- 
test was subsequently filed by Austin Nichols and Company. 


Ask President’s Support for Research Funds 

President Coolidge was urged on October 8 by representa- 
tives of 16 national farm and industrial organizations, who 
called on him at the White House, to recommend to Congress at 
its regular session in December an increase of at least $2,000,- 
000 for use in fundamental agricultural research work by the 
Department of Agriculture as a “constructive economy” measure 
for the nation. 

Fred Brenckman, Washington representative of the Na- 
tional Grange, introduced individuals of the group to the Presi- 
dent, and Chester Gray, Washington representative of the Amer- 
ican Farm Bureau Federation, was spokesman. 
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In a statement to the President Mr. Gray declared that 
$1,000,000,000 a year can be made for agriculture by the results 
of research through adding to its income or subtracting from its 
expenses. He related several instances, which he said he could 
multiply almost indefinitely, wherein research had benefited agri- 
culture. 

The group reemphasized what they told the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget, Gen. Herbert M. Lord, in a similar con- 
ference a week previous, namely, that an increase of at least 
$2,000,000 is needed in the next fiscal year by the Department 
of Agriculture for fundamental research work of far-reaching 
importance to farmers, consumers, and the country as a whole. 

Members of the group said that President Coolidge showed 
himself to be well informed on the subject. He is reported to 
have told the group that the possibility of a deficit of some $90,- 
000,000 which was apparent in June has been partly overcome 
by improvement of business conditions and that by saving on 
expenditures already provided under the budget, most of the 
deficit will be offset. He is understood to have recently discussed 
agricultural research with General Lord, and indicated that he 
felt this sort of government expenditure is in line with his policy 
of economy, being on the constructive side. 


Canned Oyster Production During 1927-1928 

The production of canned oysters in the United States dur- 
ing the 1927-1928 season, which runs from September to June, 
was 499,160 standard cases, valued at $2,733,115, a preliminary 
report of the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries shows. This report was 
compiled from returns made by 45 of the 54 canneries operated 
during the season, and it is estimated that the total figure rep- 
resents approximately 90 per cent of the season's pack by all 
canneries. 


Truck Crop News 


Florida.—Indications are that about 3,200 acres will be 
planted in cabbage, as compared with 2,905 acres last season, an 
approximate 10 per cent increase. 


Texas.—September rains have put the soil in an unusually 
good condition for the planting of vegetables. Reports in gen- 
eral are that practically all vegetables with the exception of fall 
crops of beans, pepper and eggplant will show acreage increases. 
The condition of plants in the seed beds for cabbage is above 
average, due to the splendid moisture condition. While the acre- 
age to be planted is undetermined at this time it is believed that 
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the 1928-1929 acreage will equal or exceed that of last season 
when approximately 10,000 acres were reported in the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley. Present estimates indicate that the acreage 
of fall tomatoes will be double that of last season and will be the 
largest acreage on record. Under normal conditions, shipping 
should begin around December 1. Probably around 250 acres of 
spinach were planted in the Valley last season and this season 
will be close to 500 acres. While it is too early to make an esti- 
mate as to the acreages of carrots and beets, it is believed that 
the low price for beets last season will tend to cut the acreage, 
and the carrot acreage will be increased slightly due to favorable 
returns received last season. There will be more mixed vege- 
tables planted this season than usual, and will include the fol- 
lowing: collards, endive, escarole, brocolli (Italian grown sprout- 
ing variety), and shallots which will be increased materially. 


Missouri.—The acreage of spinach for Missouri seeded this 
fall is estimated to be 100 per cent or the same as that seeded in 
1927. Conditions have been unfavorable for planting because 
the soil has been too dry. 


New York.—Dry weather over much of the early cabbage 
territory of the state has lowered the earlier estimated produc- 
tion to a large extent. The heads being harvested are mostly 
small and loose. 


California.—All vegetable crops have been enjoying favor- 
able weather for the past two weeks, and generally are in healthy 
condition. The revised estimate of the fall lettuce crop is placed 
at 19,220 acres, compared with 21,350 acres last season. The 
preliminary estimate of the acreage of cauliflower for harvest 
prior to February 1, 1929, is placed at 5,060 acres compared 
with an acreage of 4,460 last season. Cauliflower is growing 
well in all districts with no change in condition since the last re- 
port. The preliminary estimate of the acreage of carrots for 
harvest during the fall and winter months is placed at 2,750 
acres, compared with an acreage of 2,215 last season. Good 
yields are anticipated in all districts. Tomatoes have shown a 
slight drop in condition during the past two weeks, but good 
yields are still in evidence in the main districts. 


Wisconsin.—Wisconsin cabbage seems to be in a position to 
make good returns this year. Fields are yielding well in most 
of the state, though there are isolated areas where this is not 
true. The crop is still growing, however, and with the present 
favorable weather there is every reason to believe that consid- 
erable increases in weight will be made on the backward fields. 
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Truck Crop Markets 


Apparently the peak shipments of produce have been passed 
for the present season, the U. S. Market News Service states in 
its report for the week ending October 6. Combined movement 
of 28 important products decreased last week to 32,380 cars. 
This was about 4,200 less than a year ago, because of the lighter 
1928 forwardings of potatoes, grapes, tomatoes and mixed vege- 
tables. The new citrus-fruit season was getting under way, with 
prospects of quite heavy crops, in spite of the Florida storm. 


Sweet-potato shipments lulled, and the week’s total dropped 
to 845 cars. Virginia furnished 525, New Jersey 100 and Mary- 
land 65 cars. 


Market prospects for export shipments of American apples 
continue quite favorable. Germany should be an especially good 
outlet, as crops in the southern part of that country have suffered 
further deterioration. Holland and Denmark also should be in 
position to take considerable quantities of American fruit. Con- 
tinental European apple production is generally lighter than 
last season and the British crop is falling short of 1927 records. 
Quality also is not all that might be desired. 


Carlot shipments of all apples from producing sections of 
the United States during the past week increased about one- 
fourth. During the same week last season, only 6,860 cars were 
forwarded. Most important sources lately have been Washing- 
ton, Idaho, the Virginias and New York State. 


Partly as a result of an agreement among shippers of Cali- 
fornia juice grapes to decrease the output temporarily and be- 
cause the peak of the season is naturally past, the movement of 
grapes last week dropped sharply to 7,400 cars. Central Cali- 
fornia’s total was only 3,330, the northern district of that State 
shipped only 2,900 cars, but New York increased to 400, Michi- 
gan was credited with 430, and Pennsylvania forwarded 65. 


Cabbage prices went a little higher during the week, and 
shipments increased 50 per cent to a total of 1,455 cars. Wis- 
consin was credited with 600, New York with 350, Minnesota 
with 225 »»¢ Colorado with 140 cars. 


The New York peach season was about ended. Shipments 
for the week decreased to 235 cars, and the United States total 
this year will be around 56,000 cars. 


Bartlett pears were finished in Michigan and bushel bas- 
kets of Kieffers were bringing $1.35 at shipping points in the 
southwestern part of that State. Canners contracted some of 
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these pears at $1.40 per 100 pounds, while shippers of fresh 
fruit were paying growers about $1 per bushel. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Total this Total 
season to 
Oct. 8 


25,526 
15,876 


(a) Unavailable 


October Crop Report 
According to the Crop Reporting Board’s report on October 
9, there have been relatively few important changes since last 
month in the United States crop situation. In general the re- 


ports on yields of crops that have been harvested and reports on 
prospective yields of the crops now being harvested confirm 
earlier yield indications. 

The following table shows the production of certain crops 
harvested in 1922-26 and in 1927, and the forecast for 1928 as 
indicated by condition on October 1: 


Reports from Florida indicate prospects for commercial 
shipments of 11,000,000 boxes of oranges, compared with 7,100,- 
000 shipped last year and grapefruit 7,000,000 boxes compared 
with 6,500,000 boxes shipped last year. Reports from Texas 
indicate prospects for 40,000 boxes of oranges and 650,000 
boxes of grapefruit. This year’s California citrus crops have 
not yet been estimated in boxes, but orange growers there re- 
port they expect 94 per cent of a full crop compared with 68 
reported at this time last year and lemon growers report 87 per 
cent compared with 67 reported a year ago. 


— 
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in Sept. Sept Oct otal 
nt 
8 1926 1928 1927 pason : 
Apples, total 9,210 7,867 6,460 $4,015 03,973 
er 4,624 8,078 8,381 19,868 44,108 
4,586 3,640 8,479 15,947 6.65) 468,670 
e- 1,455 1,026 1,203 24,048 22,206 «39,052 
th Carrots: 
1929 SOABON ... (a) 69 {e} 5.936 
151 (a) 5,936 a) 6,785 
CaulMOwer 147 199 1400 9,056 
23 29 “ 4,557 4.046 4.147 
od Mixed deciduous fruits... 108 129 108 5.106 5,408 
Mixed vegetables ........ 518 Gna 27.695 20.284 35,050 
y- 233 602 109 56,049 41.678 41,714 
019 1,258 819 20,817 16,051 18,744 
90 145 100 3.185 2,897 2,824 
Plums and prunes ....... it 209 99 7.050 5.941 5,988 
16 47 10,063 0.258 9,655 
rd 22 2 6,038 5,762 6,481 
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Bushela Bushels Bushels 
i- Beans, dry, edible 16,800,000 16,900,000 15,900,000 
Apples: 
Commercial 99,700,000 25,900,000 83,500,000 
Peaches, total 45,500,000 67,900,000 
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Tomato Crop Prospects in Bahama Islands 


It is estimated that 95 per cent of the tomato growers of 
the Bahamas lost approximately 75 per cent of their plantings 
during the hurricane of September 15, according to a report re- 
ceived by the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics from the 
American Consulate at Nassau. As the growers had plants on 
hand ready for replanting, however, the total shipments from 
the Bahamas to the United States this season will be only about 
50 per cent below those for last season. The first pickings are 
expected to be about two weeks late, which would permit the 
first shipment from the Bahamas between November 15 and 20. 


Exports of tomatoes from the Bahamas to the United States 
during the 1927-28 season amounted to 189,000 bushels, as com- 
pared with 127,000 bushels during 1926-27. 


Peach Pack Practically Completed 


Practically complete statistics on the pack of cling peaches 
in California, bringing the figures up to September 29, have 
been issued by the Canners League of California. These statis- 
tics, which were collected by the Canners League and the South- 
ern California Canners Association, show a pack of 14,805,299 
cases, of which 2,653,477 were Tuscans, 5,137,448 Midsummers, 
6,838,673 Phillips, and 175,731 Miscellaneous. At the time this 
report was compiled, only two or three canners were still pack- 
ing. 


Business Conditions 


The dollar volume of trade during the week ended October 
6, as seen from data on check payments, was greater than in 
either the previous week or the same period of 1927, according 
to the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. Oper- 
ations in steel plants were on a higher basis than at any time 
this year, showing an advance over the corresponding period of 
1927, as well. The general index of wholesale prices showed 
practically nu change from the previous week but was higher 
than in the corresponding week of 1927. New building awards 
during the week showed a higher daily average than in either 
the previous week or the corresponding period a year earlier. 

Interest rates for time funds averaged lower than in the 
preceding week but were higher than a year ago. Call-loan rates, 
however, averaged higher than in either period. Stock prices, 
though fractionally lower than in the previous week, were higher 
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than a year ago. Business failures were less numerous than in 
the corresponding period of 1927. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 
LCL. 


Week ended September 20 270,188 
Preceding week 
Corresponding week. 1927 

Corresponding week, 1 


Order Issued on Florida Citrus Fruit Rates 


By an order dated October 2, made public October 9, the 
Interstate Commerce Commission has authorized railroads par- 
ticipating in the transportation of citrus fruit from Florida to 
ignore the long-and-short-haul provision of Section 4 of the In- 
terstate Commerce Act in establishing rates in conformity with 
the Commission's decision of July 10. This decision, which was 
noted in the Information Letter for August 4, found the existing 
rates unreasonable and ordered a readjustment of the rates 
effective October 10. 


Mushroom Standards Issued 
U. 8S. standards for fresh mushrooms have been formulated 


and issued by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the De- 
partment of Agriculture. 


Botulism and Home Canning 
ournal of American Medical Association for September 8, 1928) 
The ‘Journal has for several years summarized reported out- 


breaks of botulism. Whereas, for several years, outbreaks have 
not been accredited to commercial canned products, a small num- 
ber of outbreaks of botulism have been proved to be due to cer- 
tain food products canned by home canning methods. Botulism 
is a comparatively rare disease; nevertheless, the fatalities and 
the fantastic publicity have focused attention on the disease and 
on methods of prevention by public health officials. 

There is generally a wide difference in the sterilizing time 
and temperatures used for commercial and home canning, a fact 
often stressed to the detriment of home canning. A striking 
number of outbreaks have been associated with nonacid vege- 
tables such as string beans, corn and spinach. In fact, it could 
be considered dangerous to can such vegetables unless under the 
most stringent of sanitary regulations and unless the heat pene- 
tration, the hydrogen ion concentration of the product and the 
thermal death point of the possible poisonous bacterial contami- 
nation were known and taken into consideration. Even if these 
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were accurately known, canning by the water bath method 
should not be done, especially in certain localities. 

The teaching of home canning methods is usually a part of 
the curriculum of agricultural colleges and of the department 
of home economics of colleges and universities. Among these 
there is apparently a wide difference of sterilization methods. 
For instance, Good Housekeeping’ offers an article emanating 
from the home economics department of Iowa State College, 
based on a local study in home canning by Sunderlin and others.’ 
The sterilizing time for string beans and corn with acid was 
given as one and one-half and two and one-half hours, respec- 
tively, in the boiling water bath (212 F.), and for string beans 
without acid, two and one-half hours. Spoilage was admitted 
to occur in these products so canned, especially at incubator 
temperatures. 

In direct contrast, Cruess," an exceedingly careful investi- 
gator of home canning methods, advocates for string beans a 
sterilizing process of thirty minutes at 240 F. and for corn 
ninety minutes at 240 F., cans size 244. Moreover, Cruess 
makes this statement: 

“As explained later in this circular, vegetables are home 
canned by several different methods. However, so far as the 
Western states are concerned there is recommended only one of 
these methods; namely, sterilization under pressure. For such 
vegetables as peas, corn, string beans, spinach, asparagus, root 
vegetables and meats, various boiling water methods are very 
unsafe and should not be used.” 

The difference of opinion or lack of unanimity is so mani- 
fest that further study of home canning methods is obviously 
necessary. In fact, it appears imperative since recent inquiries 
have shown that home canning methods are employed for semi- 
commercial purposes by inexperienced people in rural districts. 
The vegetables and meat products of the farmers in certain 
communities are brought to a so-called home canner, packed in 
tin containers, rarely exhausted, and subjected to heat in a steam 
bath or retort with uncontrolled pressure gages and thermome- 
ters for periods which are mostly determined by empiric meth- 
ods. How much harm such canneries have done or may do it is 
difficult to estimate. In California this type of cannery can be 
properly controlled by license and by supervision through the 
cannery inspection service of the Department of Health. In re- 


mote territories of the country their detection is a matter of 
chance. 
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sSunderiin ‘aed’ others: State College 
‘Circular 276. Revised, June, 1928. University of Call- 


